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DETAILED ACTION

1 . The application has been examined. Claims 1-39 are pending in this office

action.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by

another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent

granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the

applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section

351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States

only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2)

of such treaty in the English language.

3. Claims 1 - 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wittke

et al. ('Wittke' herein after) (US 2004/0059705 A1).

With respect to claim 1

,

Wittke discloses a method of customizing a news document associated with a

user of a news aggregation service, comprising: creating the customized news

document with one or more personalized search queries received from the user

(paragraph 260); fetching news content from a plurality of news source servers (figure

19); aggregating the news content (figure 19); searching the aggregated news content

based, at least in part, on the one or more personalized search queries (paragraph

281); and providing selected news content to the customized news document based, at
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least in part, on results of the search (paragraph 325).

With respect to claim 2,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the one or more search queries

comprise at least one of a keyword, a news topic and a selected geographic region

(paragraphs 34 and 262).

With respect to claim 3,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the customized news document

comprises a web page (figure 43 and paragraph 335).

With respect to claim 4,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein creating the customized news

document further comprises: dividing the news document into one or more news

sections, a different search query of the one or more search queries being associated

with each of the one or more news sections (figures 2 and 5, paragraphs 201 - 202).

With respect to claim 5,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 4, further comprising: receiving user input

specifying a number of stories that a selected news section of the one or more news

sections should have (paragraphs 369 - 370).
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With respect to claim 6,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 4, further comprising: receiving user input

specifying whether image data should be associated with a selected news section of the

one or more news sections (paragraph 335).

With respect to claim 7,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising: fetching updated

news content from the plurality of news source servers; aggregating the updated news

content; searching the aggregated updated news content based on the one or more

personalized search queries to perform an update search; and periodically providing

updated news content to the customized news document based on results of the update

search (figure 52, paragraphs 371 and 378).

With respect to claim 8,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 7, further comprising: notifying the user of

the updated news content (paragraph 342).

With respect to claim 9,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 8, wherein notifying the user of the updated

news content comprises notifying the user via at least one of a page, an e-mail, a FAX,

and a telephone call (paragraph 342).
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With respect to claim 10,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 4, wherein creating the customized news

document comprises: receiving user input for creating a new news section

corresponding to an additional search query (figure 14A, paragraph 280).

With respect to claim 1 1

,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 4, wherein creating the customized news

document comprises: changing a search query associated with at least one of the one

or more news sections (paragraph 283).

With respect to claim 12,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 4, wherein creating the customized news

document comprises: moving at least one news section of the one or more news

sections around on the customized news document (figure 43, paragraph 340).

With respect to claim 13,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 4, wherein creating the customized news

document comprises: deleting at least one news section of the one or more news

sections (paragraphs 373 - 378).

With respect to claim 14,
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Wittke discloses the method of claim 4, wherein creating the customized news

document comprises: receiving user input related to how news content should be sorted

for display in each of the one or more news sections (paragraphs 347 - 350).

With respect to claim 15,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 4, further comprising: receiving an

additional search query from the user; creating an additional news section on the

customized news document; and associating the additional search query with the

additional news section (figure 14A, paragraph 280).

With respect to claim 16,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 4, further comprising: registering the

customized news document with a registry; and providing access for other users to the

customized news document via the registry (paragraph 393).

With respect to claim 17,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein creating the customized news

document comprises: receiving user input for selecting an appearance of the

customized news document (figure 44 and paragraph 340).

With respect to claim 18,



Application/Control Number: 10/748,663 Page 7

Art Unit: 2166

Wittke discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising: providing a copy of

the customized news document in at least one of hard copy or machine viewable format

(paragraph 339).

With respect to claim 19,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the customized news document

is hosted by a news aggregation server that fetches, aggregates and searches the news

content (figures 19 and 20, paragraph 291).

With respect to claim 20,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the customized news document

is hosted by a personal document server, associated with the user, that is different from

a news aggregation server that fetches, aggregates and searches the news content

(paragraph 277).

With respect to claim 21

,

Wittke discloses a system for customizing a news document associated with a

user of a news aggregation service, comprising: a remote news aggregation server

configured to (paragraph 277): create the customized news document with one or more

personalized search queries received from the user (paragraph 260), search news

content from a plurality of news source servers based on the one or more personalized

search queries (paragraph 281 and figure 19), and provide selected news content to the
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customized news document based on results of the search (paragraph 325).

With respect to claim 22,

Wittke discloses the system of claim 21 , wherein the remote news aggregation

server is further configured, prior to searching the aggregated news content, to: fetch

news content from a plurality of news source servers, and aggregate the news content

(figure 52, paragraphs 371 and 378).

With respect to claim 23,

Wittke discloses a method of creating a personalized news document,

comprising: receiving a plurality of search queries from a user; creating a customized

news document including a plurality of personalized news sections (paragraph 260),

with each news section being associated with a different one of the plurality of search

queries, retrieving news content from memory using the plurality of search queries

(figure 19); and inserting selected news content of the retrieved news content into each

of the personalized news sections of the customized news document (paragraphs 281

and 325).

With respect to claim 24,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 23, further comprising: retrieving updated

news content from the memory using the plurality of search queries; and periodically

inserting the selected news content of the updated news content into each of the
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personalized news sections of the customized news document (paragraphs 371 and

378).

With respect to claim 25,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 23, wherein the news content is fetched

from a plurality of news source servers and aggregated via a news aggregation service

in the memory (figures 19 and 20, paragraph 291).

With respect to claim 26,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 25, wherein the customized news document

is hosted at a news aggregation server that further hosts the news aggregation service

(figures 19 and 25).

With respect to claim 27,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 25, wherein the customized news document

is hosted at a server that is remote from a news aggregation server that hosts the news

aggregation service (figures 19 and 31).

With respect to claim 28,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 23, further comprising: notifying the user of

the updated news content (paragraph 342).
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With respect to claim 29,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 28, wherein notifying the user of the

updated news content comprises notifying the user via at least one of a page, an e-mail,

a FAX, and a telephone call (paragraph 342).

With respect to claim 30,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 23, further comprising: registering the

customized news document with a registry; providing access for other users to the

customized news document via the registry (paragraph 393).

With respect to claim 31

,

Wittke discloses a news aggregation server, comprising: a memory configured to

store instructions and news content (figures 19 and 31); and a processing unit

configured to execute the instructions in memory to: obtain plurality of search queries

from a user, create a customized news document including a plurality of personalized

news sections (paragraph 260), with each news section being associated with a

different one of the plurality of search queries, retrieve news content from the memory

using the plurality of search queries (figure 19), and insert selected news content of the

retrieved news content into each of the personalized news sections of the customized

news document (paragraphs 281 and 325).
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With respect to claim 32,

Wittke discloses a method of providing news content to a personalized news

document via a news aggregation server, comprising: associating a plurality of search

queries with a user; maintaining the plurality of search queries in a memory associated

with the news aggregation server; periodically searching aggregated news content

using the plurality of search queries; and periodically providing selected news content to

a news document associated with the user using results from the periodic searches of

the aggregated news content (figure 52, paragraphs 371 and 378).

With respect to claim 33,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 32, wherein the news document is hosted

on the news aggregation server (figures 19 and 25).

With respect to claim 34,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 32, wherein the news document is hosted

on a personal document server remote from the news aggregation server (paragraph

277).

With respect to claim 35,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 34, further comprising: receiving input from

the user changing the plurality of search queries (figure 14A, paragraph 280);
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periodically searching aggregated news content using the changed plurality of search

queries; and periodically providing updated news content to the news document

associated with the user using results from the periodic searches of the aggregated

news content (figure 52, paragraphs 371 and 378).

With respect to claim 36,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 35, further comprising: notifying the user of

the updated news content (paragraph 342).

With respect to claim 37,

Wittke discloses the method of claim 36, wherein notifying the user of the

updated news content comprises notifying the user via at least one of a page, an e-mail,

a FAX, and a telephone call (paragraph 342).

With respect to claim 38,

Wittke discloses a news aggregation server, comprising: a memory configured to

store instructions (figures 19 and 31); and a processing unit configured to execute the

instructions in memory to: associate a plurality of search queries with a user, maintain

the plurality of search queries in the memory (paragraph 260), periodically search

aggregated news content using the plurality of search queries, and periodically provide

selected news content to a news document associated with the user using results from

the periodic searches of the aggregated news content (figure 52, paragraphs 371 and
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With respect to claim 39,

Wittke discloses a system for creating a customized news document, comprising:

means for receiving a plurality of search queries from a user (figures 2 and 5,

paragraphs 201 - 202); means for creating a customized news document including a

plurality of personalized news sections (paragraph 260), with each news section being

associated with a different one of the plurality of search queries; means for retrieving

news content from a plurality of sources of news content using the plurality of search

queries (figure 19); and means for inserting selected news content of the retrieved news

content into each of the personalized news sections of the customized news document

(paragraphs 281 and 325).
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